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THE ROAMING BUFFALO PROJECT 
CREATIVE COMMUNITIES 
 
 

 
THE VISION 
“A VERY GREAT VISION IS NEEDED AND 
THE MAN WHO HAS IT MUST FOLLOW IT AS 
THE EAGLE SEEKS THE DEEPEST BLUE SKY.”  
CRAZY HORSE, SIOUX CHIEF 

We need to create communities that promote hope. There needs to be a place 
where individuals can dream, design and inspire others. This ability to bring new 
life and culture happens when we foster it and provide inspiration. We believe this 
should be intentional. These creative communities should become hubs for 
leadership, strategies, entrepreneurship and promote ownership, education and 
partnerships. 

Using the picture book, THE ROAMING BUFFALO, by author Lisa McFarland and 
illustrator Julie Law, we will build bridges to communicate hope and the freedom to 
be creative in the areas listed above. This project will intentionally seek to inspire 
indigenous communities first. Suicide and other issues are symptomatic of 
hopelessness and the lack of resources to create solutions. This is addressed in the 
book as well as bullying, leadership and entrepreneurship. 
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THE PATH 

“There are many good moccasin 
tracks along the trail of a straight 
arrow.”  Sioux 

 

 

• Publish “THE ROAMING BUFFALO” book and initiate a five-year tour; among 
Native American communities initially then expanding to other communities 
globally.  

• Ambassadors for the project will be recruited and trained to speak and develop 
partnerships with leaders in these communities. 

• Gift 12,000 copies of the “THE ROAMING BUFFALO” book to students age K-
12 in those communities open for partnering with The Roaming Buffalo Project’s 
goals and at high-risk for suicide and hopelessness.  

• The Roaming Buffalo Project will promote leadership strategies and 
entrepreneurial training and opportunities with other resources and partners as 
well as educational options that promote a culture of life and creativity that 
participants can apply back in their own communities and cultures. 

• Continue partnering with the initial communities impacted by The Roaming 
Buffalo Project and overflow strategies and resources into other communities 
nationally and internationally.  

• We will pursue business, education, land, publications, and governmental 
resources to achieve creative communities nationally and internationally. 
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THE JOURNEY 

 

“What is life? It is the flash of a firefly 
in the night. It is the breath of a 
buffalo in the wintertime. It is the little 
shadow which runs across the grass 
and loses itself in the sunset.”   
Blackfoot 

 

 

The Roaming Buffalo Book is designed to inspire hope and the courage to dream 
and achieve. Hopelessness and lack of vision is often a root cause for many of the 
issues such as suicide, poverty, drug abuse, violence and separation. We believe 
that our book will be used as a bridge for communicating hope, that fosters 
creativity building better communities that inspire future generations. 

The book is uniquely written in a simple style to be used to create multi-directional 
teaching moments and topics. While the book is designed to spark children’s 
imaginations and development, it is also for adult settings as a motivational 
presentation. The buffalo is a powerful symbol of strength in every culture. The 
impressive artwork by Julie Law speaks not only to the Native American 
communities but others who appreciate nature and beauty. Julie Law donated her 
artwork for this project in loving memory of her own son, Julian, who committed 
suicide in 2018. She has a great interest in promoting hope and resources for 
young people.  

The book tour will build relationships by gifting books, sharing presentations of 
personal stories connected to the book. Trained speakers will act as ambassadors 
of hope by honoring leaders and students and spending time hearing the needs of 
these communities. Following the initial programs and presentations, The Roaming 
Buffalo Project Ambassadors will continue to work with interested leaders to 
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partner together with creative solutions. We will seek out prospective businesses, 
organizations and resources to achieve the goals of The Roaming Buffalo Project 
and the needs of each individual community. We will identify issues together and 
apply solutions collectively.  

We will have information about resources and partnerships, as well as curriculum 
for teachers on our website. We will host a Facebook Group and Instagram   
Account with photos and videos from participants to inspire and promote ideas and 
creativity for others especially youth.  

 

THE HOPE 

“I think over again my small adventures, 
my fears, those small ones that seemed 
so big for all the vital things I had to get 
and reach and yet there is only one great 
thing, to live and see the great day that 
dawns and the Light that fills the world.” 
Inuit 

 
Anti-suicide * Anti-bullying * Anti-Substance-abuse 

We will be giving hundreds of presentations that allow individuals to be identified 
and seek for help concerning suicide attempts as well as families that are victims 
of this loss. The Little Buffalo has to overcome many things in the story as well as 
hopelessness. Our website and materials allow for discussion and finding 
resources. We are working with trained social service providers to streamline their 
expertise with our culturally adaptive solutions. Indigenous communities need a 
wholistic solution that includes cultural expressions that are spiritual, nature-
related and generational.  
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The Roaming Buffalo Book also includes instances of bullying, gossip and ridiculing 
situations so readers can explore how to deal with these harmful interactions. The 
Little Buffalo experiences separation and cultural challenges while he is seeking to 
overcome hardships. Readers will be able to identify with their own obstacles such 
as leaving their community to receive help and insecurities that come with change. 

 

Families experiencing substance-abuse and violence are often complicated. The 
Little Buffalo in The Roaming Buffalo Book must choose with the help of others to 
seek other creative solutions and grow stronger himself first. Afterwards, he is 
able to “be the change” for others in his family. We must value our history and 
culture while remembering that many before us were pioneers of change and 
celebrate those in our generation now who are making those same journeys. 

Entrepreneurship * Leadership * Vision 

The ability and freedom to see things differently promotes hope and resources. 
When we encourage dreaming, ideas and changes, we allow new business 
opportunities to come. We want to see our communities create “out of the box” 
solutions to needs.  

A Chinese proverb says- “The best time to plant a tree was 20 
years ago. The second-best time is now.” 

We will host group discussions and training in business and leadership skills. The 
Roaming Buffalo Project will invite in other leaders and organizations to teach, 
experience, and share collective ideas and solutions. As each member in the 
community and guest interfaces and shares, there will be natural cross-pollination 
and logarithmic opportunities for growth and creativity on all sides. 

Health * Families * Education 

The Little Buffalo was a part of a family and community that had a great history 
and love. They were experiencing hardships that affected everyone. When the Old 
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Roaming Buffalo died there was no vison for the future. Some in the story 
encouraged the Little Buffalo to pursue his dreams, while others mocked him or 
discouraged him. Many times, education can help others to see things differently 
and be prepared to lead. This education happens first in the family and then in the 
larger community. We will partner with communities to encourage family structure 
and environments that encourage education and new health practices to empower 
individuals to have freedom to pursue their dreams. Often, we already know that 
change is necessary but need inspiration or creative ways to acquire those 
changes. The Roaming Buffalo Project will seek to inspire change, in personal 
health and diet, building family relationships and successful paths in education for 
all ages. 

       “It always seems impossible until it is done.” – Nelson Mandela 
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THE PROVISION 

 

“Once you choose hope, anything is possible.”  -   
Christopher Reeves 

 
 
 
 

Roaming Buffalo Book 
Publishing............................................................................................................$115,000 

Roaming Buffalo Center for Indigenous 
Peoples..................................................................................................................$54,000 

Project 
Staff.....................................................................................................................$353,000 

Marketing (Website, Social Media) & 
Promotion..............................................................................................................$30,000 

Networking & Promotional 
Tour.......................................................................................................................$24,000 

Ambassador Recruitment & 
Training.................................................................................................................$18,000 

Native American Youth Engagement 
Tour.......................................................................................................................$46,000 

Total Estimated Costs...............................................................................................$640,000 

 

NOTES: 

1. Initial Phase of Project is 29 months 
2. Assumes Engaging with Native American Indian Reservations during initial phase of project 
3. Project Staff estimated at approximately 60% time during the initial phase of project 
4. Networking & Promotion Tour - attend key Native American events (i.e., Powwows) in target regions 
5. Native American Youth Engagement Tour - assumes travel to 8 Reservations 
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THE OUTLOOK 

 
These are cost estimates for Phase One, which is designed to establish relationships and cast the vision for Creative 
Communities. We know that after the initial 29-month period, the project could become self-perpetuating. Businesses 
and groups will be engaging on their own and interfacing with all spheres of their communities. We envision that the 
training will initiate entrepreneurial or up-start companies. Governmental parties will need to revisit economic strategies 
and embrace new activists in their communities. Health spheres will also be hosting classes concerning diet, mental health, 
and working to develop new agricultural assets. The agricultural and business spheres will open new opportunities for 
creative solutions and financial resources. We will also seek to encourage the development of the arts and media among 
these communities in order to preserve culture, restore identity, and equip them to compete globally. The religious 
leaders will be invited to participate alongside the other areas of development. 

These creative solutions will change the atmosphere in these communities. We expect to see decrease in suicide and at-
risk behaviors as well as crimes. Research and history have shown that during times of economic growth, crime, and 
depression-related disorders decrease.  New opportunities will bring the increase of economic resources and options for 
all areas in the community. Opportunity helps to end hopelessness. Focusing on loss and needs often leads to poverty 
of all kinds. Creative Communities bring development by creating a different environment that sustains hope. 

Traditionally, community development programs have focused on the lack of resources, and have attempted to merely 
supply resources without relationships. Relationships bring encouragement, mentoring, and problem-solving 
opportunities. Relationships birth partnerships in business, economics, research and development. Relationship also 
allows language to be developed to convey new concepts in a language or model that is receivable by all parties. 

During the next phases of the project, we will see our ambassadors working inside the communities to connect them to the 
outside world. Global partnerships will evolve and long-term relationships will be established. Many do not realize that 
indigenous peoples steward many natural resources as well as minerals. These undiscovered resources have not even been 
developed yet. There is great wealth, not only of natural resources, but also of history and understanding of nature and 
spiritual dimensions. 

First Nations, first born, and first fruits are important in God’s kingdom. There is an attack against forerunners and 
proto-types being released in this hour. The Bible points out “those who open the gate” and their significance. “The 
gatekeeper opens the gate to Him and the sheep recognize His voice” (Jn 10:3). Someone has to be the Roaming Buffalo to 
open the gate for others. The warfare for the “firsts” is intense. Worship of Baal often demanded the firstborn son in the 
fire. (2 Ki 3:27) Firstborns were not allowed to be disinherited (De 21:15-117) They were considered a symbol of strength 
by God. 

Genesis 49:3 “Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of my strength, preeminent in dignity and 
preeminent in power.” 

Psalms 105:36 “the firstborn…the first fruits of all their vigor.” 

Deuteronomy 21:17 “He shall acknowledge the firstborn, the son of the unloved wife, by giving him a double portion of 
everything he owns, for he was the beginning of his strength; to him belongs the right of the firstborn.” 

The Roaming Buffalo Project is designed to identify and equip the First Nations Peoples of the world. Israel is considered by 
God to be his firstborn or first nation. (Ex4:22-23) The enemy knows that “gatekeepers” are used by God to open doors, 
access resources, and partner with others. Psalm 24:9 says, “Open up, you, ancient gate and doors.” By helping to develop 
Firstborn-First Nations-Forerunner Ministries and First Fruit Communities, we are bringing kingdom order and blessings to 
our generation. 

“And He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth,  
having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation.” - Acts 17:26 
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FACTS ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLE AROUND THE WORLD 

 
- Approximately 476.6 million Indigenous people 
 
 
- 5,000 people groups 
 
 
- 90 countries 
 
  - 70% in Asia and the Pacific 
 
  - 16.3% in Africa, 11.5% in Latin America and the Caribbean 
 
  - 1.6% in Northern America, and 0.1% in Europe and Central Asia (culturalsurvival.org) 
 
 
- 6% of the world’s population (sanjoseca.gov) 
 
 
- Speak around 4,000 different languages 
 
 
- 80% of the biodiversity of the earth 
 
 
- 15% of the population of the earth in severe poverty (Iwgia.org) 
 

- Globally, suicide is the second highest contributor to adolescent deaths (culturalsurvival.org) 
 

- Indigenous Peoples’ life expectancy is up to 20 years lower than the life expectancy of non-indigenous people worldwide. 
(worldbank.org) 
 
 
- While other people groups are shown to have decreased infant mortality rates, the rates for indigenous children are 
increasing compared to rest of the world’s population.  
(Inter-Agency Support Group on Indigenous People’s Issues – un.org) 
 
 
- Over 50% of indigenous adults over age 35 have type 2 diabetes 
 
 
- Tuberculosis continues to disproportionately affect indigenous peoples around the globe due to poverty (un.org) 
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FACTS ON NATIVE AMERICANS 

 

- 2% of the population of the United States 
 

- 574 Federally recognized and 100’s of non-recognized Indian nations 
 
 
- Poverty rate 2014 was 28.8% and > 1:3 children live in poverty 
 
 
- 2013 7.5% of homes in lacked safe drinking water and proper waste removal system 
(cnay.org) 
 
- 2018 72% of students graduated (lowest of any people group) 
 
 
- 50% higher death rate / 5.5 years lower life expectancy (lowest people group life expectancy) 
(sanjoseca.gov) 
 
 
- Have the highest rates of suicide of any racial/ethnic group in the United States 
(cdc.org) 
 

- 2015 suicide rates 21.5 per 100,000, more than 3.5 times higher than ethnic groups with the lowest rates.  
 
 

- 15-24 age group - suicide is the 2nd
 
leading cause of death and 2.5 times the national rate 

(https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK540125/) 
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The Roaming Buffalo Project is operated under the direction of  
Warring Dove International. 

 

Warring Dove International - www.wardoves.com 

Lisa McFarland, President (785) 330-3604 

Email: warringdove111@gmail.com 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 507, Lawrence, KS 66044  

Kansas Office: (785)330-3569 located at Dove Creek Ranch, 23252 Guthrie Road, Linwood. KS 66052, USA 

Texas Office: (785)330-3569 located at Newman International Academy, 1114 West FM-1382, Cedar Hill, TX 75104, USA 
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THE ROAMING BUFFALO PROJECT 

 

This inspirational book is a part of The Roaming Buffalo Project.  
We believe that when we intentionally nurture spaces and communities that promote creativity, 

we allow individuals to find creative solutions to problems.  
These creative communities also birth leadership, innovation, and entrepreneurship. 

Our Ambassadors are available to share the book and their stories 

with your communities. We have created Leader's Guides to use in different settings.  
We want to partner with others to help establish creative zones and 

entrepreneur-pods for youth and emerging leaders globally. 

We want to inspire hope for all ages and cultures. 

The amazing art and message of the Roaming Buffalo Book 

can also be used for leadership workshops, 

life-coaching sessions, and community development training. 

If you would like to purchase additional books or teaching guides, 

please contact us at The Roaming Buffalo Center or purchase them online. 

Please let us know if you would like to Lisa McFarland or one of 

our Ambassadors to come to speak to your school, group, or community. 

 

 

 

The Roaming Buffalo Center 

Call Today (785) 330-3569 

Email: roamingbuffaloproject@gmail.com 

www. roamingbuffaloproject.com 

 


